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On May 11, unidentified gunmen shot military judge Jorge Alberto Serrano, to death outside his
home in San Salvador. Witnesses said the judge had just parked in front of his home when several
men pulled up in a car, sprayed his minibus with machine gun fire and fled. He was killed instantly.
Serrano, a civilian lawyer attached to the military, was to give a decision in the next few days on
whether three men who were jailed for involvement in a rightwing kidnap-for-ransom racket, would
be released under an amnesty decree established under the auspices of the Central American peace
plan signed in August last year. The decree covers both leftist guerrillas and members of rightwing
groups (including military personnel) arrested and imprisoned for "political reasons." In January,
Serrano granted amnesty to three leftist guerrillas accused of killing 13 people, including four offduty US marines, in a machine-gun attack on a San Salvador restaurant in June 1985. President
Jose Napoleon Duarte blocked their release last month after the US threatened to withhold aid. The
special military court was instructed to declare the three prisoners ineligible because the Marines
they killed had diplomatic status as embassy guards. Duarte said the amnesty law did not extend to
the killing of diplomats. (Basic data from Reuter, 05/11/88)
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